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This Marist Poll Reports: 
 
Voters Worried NYS Will Run Out of Money 
 
Nearly seven in ten registered voters in New York State fear the Empire State’s coffers will 
soon be bare.  69% of voters report they are either very worried or worried that the state will 
run out of money in December.  This compares with 21% who are not very worried and 10% 
who are not worried at all.   
 
Most voters also think the budget shortfall is a major problem.  88% feel this way compared 
with 11% who believe it is a minor problem.  Just 1% of voters say it’s not an issue at all.   
 
According to Marist Poll Director Lee M. Miringoff, “Voters are paying attention to the budget 
problems in Albany and they’re not happy with what they’re seeing.” 
 
Pointing the Finger…NYS Legislature to Blame, But Paterson Is Not in the Clear 
 
With the state facing a $3 billion budget deficit, who do registered voters blame for not 
taking the lead to solve the problem?  70% point the finger at the state legislature while 21% 
are placing the blame on Governor David Paterson. 
 
Does that mean that voters approve of how the governor is handling the budget?  No.  64% 
disapprove of how Paterson is dealing with the state’s budget while 28% approve.  The 
governor has failed to improve the public’s perception of him on this issue.  When Marist last 
asked about Governor Paterson’s handling of the state budget in September, similar 
proportions held these views. 
 
And, when it comes to how he is managing the state’s economic crisis, here, too, 63% say 
they disapprove of the governor’s approach while 30% approve.  Similar proportions of 
voters reported they thought this way in September. 
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 Nature of the Sample: 805 New York State Registered Voters  
This survey of 805 New York State registered voters was conducted on November 12th, 
November 16th, and November 17th 2009. Registered voters were interviewed by 
telephone in proportion to the voter registration in each county in New York and 
adjusted for turnout in statewide elections. Telephone numbers were selected based 
upon a list of telephone exchanges from throughout the state. The exchanges were 
selected to ensure that each region was represented in proportion to its population. In 
an effort to increase coverage, this land-line sample was supplemented by respondents 
reached through random dialing of cell phone numbers. The two samples were then 
combined. Results are statistically significant at +/-3.5%. The error margin increases for 
cross-tabulations. 
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